
 

 

 

 

Tips & Tricks: Make the Most of May 
May is a great time to lay the groundwork for a successful season.  
Fortunately, it’s easier than ever to build your own sprinkler system or irrigation system at home.  
Follow the tips below to build your own above-ground or below-ground sprinkler system.  

Or – We can quote designing and installing the entire project for you. 

 

Build a DIY Above-Ground Sprinkler System 
Building an effective above-ground sprinkler system is easier than you think! Gather these parts, then 
build at home today.  

Materials required:  

• 30' 3/4" SCH 40 PVC PIPE 
• 2- 3/4" CROSS SCH 40 
• 3/4 X 1/2 RED 90 SLIP X FIPT 
• 3/4"X3/4"X1/2" RED TEE SLIP 
• 3/4" HOSE ADAPTER 
• 3/4" CAP SLIP SCH 40 
• 10" FULL PATTERN NOZZLE 
• 1/2"X6" CUT-OFF NIPPLE 
• 2- 1/2" SHRUG HEAD ADAPTER 
• PINT OF PURPLE PRIMER AND BLUE CEMENT 



Combine all parts, and you have an effective above-ground sprinkler system. 

Or - call or come see us today, and we’ll show you a plan for the detailed step-by-step process.  

 
Build a DIY Drip Irrigation System 
 
Drip irrigation systems aren’t as complicated as they look. With a few basic steps, you can build your 
own drip irrigation system at home. 

1) Prepare  

Make sure it’s safe to dig around in your yard (call 811 to check) 

2) Gather Materials 

You’ll need: 

• 2 different sizes of rubber tubing and the necessary connectors 
o Buy one rubber tubing size with a large diameter for the main base 
o Buy another rubber tubing size with a smaller diameter for the water outlets 

Note: For a more permanent solution, have your sprinkler company connect the larger, main base to 
your pre-existing sprinkler system. If not, a spigot works fine. 

• A hand drill or insert tool 
• Emitters to fit your smaller tubing 
• Ground stakes for large tubing sizes 

3) Layout the System 

• Which area do you want to irrigate? Determine your watering zone 
• Then, connect your tubing to the water source of your choice 
• Lay out your tubing to determine how much length you need 
• If needed, fasten tubing together, cut away any excess, and clamp off the end tube 

4) Secure to Ground  

• Stake everything into the ground to prevent movement. 
• For a secure fit, buy ground stakes that perfectly fit the size of the tubing for your main base. 

5) Decide Where to Install Emitters 

Take a pencil or piece of chalk and mark where you want each emitter to go. 

Ideally, emitters will be close to the plant without touching the stem. This 
minimizes water waste and prevents flooding the roots. 

 

After marking out everything, use a hand drill or insert tool to create holes in 
the main tubing for the smaller tubing and emitters. Follow installation 
instructions for your specific emitter. 



6) Cover and Test  

Now’s the fun part.  

Cover your irrigation system with mulch or dirt to prevent exposure from the elements or people 
tripping over it. 

• Look for leaks or drips 
• Check for incorrectly positioned emitters 

If it all looks good, then great! You have a new irrigation system – and the satisfaction of a DIY job done 
right.   
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